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Ladies and Gentlemen:

Subject: President’s Council on Food Safety, Notice of Meeting - Federal Register Vol. 64, No. 116,
June 17, 1999

The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment is sending this letter to register our
support and submit comments regarding the national food safety strategic plan currently being
developed by the President’s Council on Food Safety. This Department believes it is very important
that the strategic plan include state and local involvement in this most important federal interagency
effort.

In May of 1997, the President’s Food Safety Initiative (FSI) set the goal to apply the collective
resources of government, industry, consumer and academia, to reduce, to the greatest extent possible,
the incidence of foodborne illness. The FSI also called for collaboration between public and private
organizations and better coordination within government agencies at the federal, state and local
levels. On August 25, 1998, an executive order established the President’s Council on Food Safety
“in order to improve the safety of the food supply through science-based regulation and well-
coordinated inspection, enforcement, research and education programs.” Section 1 of this order
establishes that, “the Council shall consult with other Federal agencies and State, local and tribal
government agencies . . . ...” Section 4 further elaborates these goals stating “All actions taken by the
Council shall, as appropriate, promote partnerships and cooperation with States, tribes and other
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public and private sector efforts . . . . ...” In addition, the National Academy of Sciences report,
“Ensuring Safe Food from Production to Consumption,” acknowledges that state and local agencies
have major responsibilities and commitment of resources in delivering food safety activities in the
United States. Similarly, it may be expected that federal agency decisions will have a major impact
on state and local budgets and program activities.

This Department’s involvement with developing a shared vision to improve the integration of the
U.S. food safety system and the means to make it work through a true partnership began at the 50
State Meeting in Kansas City in September of 1998. This three day meeting hosted by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, Food and Drug Administration, included representatives
from the USDA, CDC, and state and local food safety regulation, laboratory and epidemiology
officials. This effort was later titled the National Food Safety System initiative (NFSS). Further
meetings, which included members of the EPA, established workgror@s  which have been developing
specific project proposals to improve food safety nation wide. A coordinating committee composed
of federal, state and local officials was formed to review the proposals and make suggestions for
further action.

The NFSS initiative has facilitated better interstate and interagency cooperation, and it has served as a
mechanism to develop specific project ideas and goals. Many of the NFSS’s proposed activities
match closely with the President’s Council’s proposed goals and objectives for the current federal
strategic plan initiative. Realizing this, we wish to propose the following specific comments:

1.

2.

3.

4.

We support the current President’s Council interagency strategic planning process and the
current goals and objectives as articulated in this docket.

We propose the establishment and maintenance of an ongoing mechanism for state and local
involvement that coincides with the President’s Council federal strategic planning process. It is
important that this occur during the formative stages of developing the federal plan related to
state/local roles and responsibilities.

While the goals and objectives of the President’s Council are appropriately general at this time.
we wish to encourage specific mention of laboratory capacity and information technology
initiatives in future proposed goals.

We suggest that the docket remain open to provide further opportunities for comment by local
and state food safety officials.
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In closing, we are pleased that the President’s Council on Food Safety has begun this task. The NFSS
initiative has been successful in bringing together for the first time local, state and national food
safety officials to improve communication and to work on shared goals. As the President’s Council
reaches out to stakeholders for input, we wish to encourage you to build on the momentum generated
by the state and local participation begun through the NFSS.

Sincerely,

dae E. Norton
Executive Director
Colorado Department of Public Health

and Environment
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protection of the food supply and
eliminare  gaps by focusing  and
delivering resources where they arc
needed.

l Optimize use of availahlc  food
safcry  rrsollrCCS  at all Icvrls of
government IO carry out the mnnrtoring.
mspcr~~~ns  orrthrcak  response.
rracchack. and rramrng  ncrcrc.~~  for an
appropriate Ir\rl of puhltc  prorcrtion
narionw idc

l Enhanrc  inrcmational
understanding and acceptance of food
safety standards that are in accordance
with U.S. statutes and international
trade agreements.

The workgroups are continuing to
refine these goals. objectives. and action
items in prepararion for the july 15th
meeting Therefore. the material
distributed at the meeting may differ
slightly from the informarion provided
in this Sot~cc.

II. Public Dockrcs and Submission ol
CoIllfllerltS

The Agencies  ha\c established public
dockets for the President’s Council on
Food Safety Strategic Plan. Comments
submitted to rhe dockets arc IO be
idcnt  ified with the appropriate docket

encouraged to submit a disk with their
wrlttcn comments In WordPerfect
5.1/6.1 or ASCII file format. Submit
written comments (in ulplicate)  to:
USDA/FSIS

USDAWSIS  Hearing Clerk. 300 i 2rh
Strccr. SLY.. Rm. 102 Cotron Annex.
\Ix.hingrorr. DC 2025&3700.
FU.4

FDNDorkrrs  Mamgcmcnt  Branch
(iiFX-305). 5630 Frshers Lane. Rm.
I06 I. Rockvillr. MD 20852.
Ekrmnic  Commcnrs

Comments may also be submitted
electronically  to:
oppts.homcpage@epa.gov.  All
comments and data in an electronic
format must be identified by the docket
number OPP-OOSSO.  Electronic
comments must be submitted as an
ASCII  file avoiding the use of special
characters and any form of encryption.
Mcering Summanes

Summaries of the public meeting will
be posted on the Internet at:
\\u\\,.foOdsafet)..gov. This website  is a
Joint FDA. USDA. and EPX food safet)
homcpage. It is linked co each agency
for persons seeking additional food
safety information. Summaries of the
public meeting may also be requested in

number. For those comments directed to writing  from the Dockets hfanagemenr
USDA. use Docket No. 98-04%. and for Branch (HFA-305). FDA. 5630 Fishers
comments direcred  co FDA. use Docket Lane. Rm. 106 I. Rockville.  MD 20852.

the meeting at a cost  of IO cents per
page. The summaries of the public
meeting will be avallable  for public
examination at the abovementioned
ofTice  between  the hours of 9 a.m. and
4 p.m.. hlonday  through Friday.
excluding Icgal  holidays.

The public docket in its entirety u ill
be a\ailablc on rhr lntrrnrr a~: http:!/
wxw.cpa goviopprsfrs~homel
rulcs.hrm#dockct.

List  of Subjects

Environmental protection. Food
safey.

Dated: June 14. 1999.

Catherine  E. Woteld,

Undcrsccrctary  for F0cx-r  Safer).  L’nitrd Sraies
Department  olAgriculcure.

Dared: June  II. 1999

James A. O’Han.

Dated.  June 14. 1999

Suun H. Wayiand.

Acrrng Assisranr  .Admrr~rsrrator  for
Prer-enrion.  Pcstirrdes  and Toric  .%bsr.m?crs.

Eflr irunmenral  Prorecr~on  .Qenq.
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